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Management of infected sternotomy wounds using bilateral pectoralis major muscle
flap
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Abstract:

Sternal wound infection is a life-threatening complication after cardiac surgery
associated with high morbidity and mortality. The mortality rate for poststernotomy
infection, which occurs in as many as 5% of median sternotomy incisions after
cardiovascular surgery. Past treatment options have included closed suction and
continuous irrigation. However, we use bilateral pectoralis major flaps to manage the
infective wounds with debridement, drainage and immediate closure of the wound. The
procedure is effective and the result was acceptable.



